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horse-race (the Corso) which took place on the same day,
the starting-point being the "Prato," and the course being
from thence, by the Via della Vigna, the Mercato Vecchio,
and the Corso, to the Porta alia Cioce After these and other
festivities Leonora departed for Ferrara, much pleased with
the two young Medici.

In 1475 there took place a more than usually grand tourna-
ment, the most splendid of all the spectacles during those
joyous nine years. It was called specially Giuhano's, as that
in 1469 had been called Lorenzo's. And tiom the elaborate
preparations made for it, the interest it aroused far beyond
the limits of the Florentine state, the number and importance
of the visitors imited by the two young Medici to be their
guests for the occasion, and the extravagantly magnificent
pageant which it presented, this tournament became the
event of the time. Ft was held in the Piazza Sta. Croce, the
usual place for these grand spectacles, which piazza, though
it now looks so cold and grey, has seen more brilliant and
gorgeous displays than perhaps any other place of the kind
in Europe. Lucrezia Donati was again the "Queen of the
tournament/' and the beautiful Simonetta Cattaneo, who
had lately been married, at the age of sixteen, to Marco
Vespucci, and, though a Genoese by birth, was now the
acknowledged belle of Florence, was the tournament's uQueen
of Beauty."-0 The splendour of the dresses and appoint-
ments on this occasion exceeded even those of the tourna-
ment of 1469; Giuliano, now twenty-two, wore a suit of
silver armour, and his entire dress is said to have cost 8,000
ilorins, his and Lorenzo's helmets were designed by Ver-
rocchio, who also painted Giuliano's standard. Giuliano's
handsome looks and gallant beaiing won all hearts, and
whether as the result of his skill in the combat or his good
looks he was awarded the prize.

This notable tournament, having formed so prominent an
event, was immortalised both in poetry and in painting,
And since nothing accorded with the spirit of the age which